
      
“We do this regularly when cities

want to update their bike plan,” says
Campbell.  “This is good on-the-
ground feedback from residents.” The

group will assemble at the library the
morning of Oct. 3, share a light break-
fast, and from there follow a route to
assess bikeability.  “The ride is really
for bicyclists of all abilities,” assures
Campbell, “parents with kids can
come, as well as older riders.  We will
go to a specific place, for example a
school, and there will discuss the
challenges people have in that neigh-
borhood.”  Solutions can be discussed
on the spot, he says, with immediate
feedback from users.

      
“If people cannot come to the ride

but have places they would like us to
explore, they should contact me,” adds
Frick. Even before the ride, residents

can be part of the decision making by
attending a public workshop on Tues-
day, Sept. 29 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Hacienda de las Flores, La Sala build-
ing (2100 Donald Drive). 

      
“We want to hear from members

of the community about the needs and
concerns of pedestrians and cyclists,
the obstacles and challenges to walk-
ing and biking; and residents’ ideas
and suggestions for improving condi-
tions,” says Frick.

      
The needs assessment should be

completed by mid-October. The Citi-
zens Advisory Committee is meeting
on Sept. 22, and on Oct.14 the Town
Council will get an informational

hearing on the progress made.  “The
draft plan, and associated CEQA doc-
uments, will be assembled this No-
vember and December and will be
circulated for review and comment by
the public and decision makers in Jan-
uary and February of next year,” says
Frick.  The final version of the plan is
expected to be presented to the Town
Council for adoption and approval
next April.

      
To reach Frick, email

cfrick@moraga.ca.us.  The online
survey is available at www.survey-
monkey.com/r/WalkBikeMoraga and
the interactive "pinnable" map at
http://j.mp/1NOEqpo.
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.   

Send a letter to 
the editor:  letters@

lamorindaweekly.com

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!
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Nowicki: I Followed the Rules
... continued from page A1

Former MOFD Chief  Stripped of  $1.2 Million
... continued from page A1

      
Nowicki said he felt he had no

chance at that hearing. “I felt I was
singled out, that this was media and
politically driven,” he said.  He said
he is frustrated that he has been un-
able to convey his position: That he
was offered the job of MOFD fire
chief in July 2006, and that his origi-
nal contract did not include sell-back
of vacation leave or administrative
leave.  “The board said they would do
annual reviews, and that they would
make me whole,” he said. “They did
exactly what they said they would
do.”  

      
The district added vacation sell-

back rights to his contract in July
2007, but the terms were not finalized

until February 2008. “The MOFD
board was dysfunctional in getting
things done in a timely fashion,” said
Nowicki.  “Shame on them. But they
told me it would be retroactive to July.
I trusted them, and they did it.”

      
The second amendment to his

contract, allowing more sell-back
rights, was not finalized until Decem-
ber 2008. Nowicki retired Jan. 30,
2009. The CCCERA board pointed to
that retirement date as one of the fac-
tors contributing to the improper in-
crease of his pension. 

      
“My biggest mistake was not de-

manding that those perks be put into
the original contract,” said Nowicki.
“I regret that.”  He said that he asked

MOFD director Fred Weil for an affi-
davit, stating what the board origi-
nally promised Nowicki, but that Weil
did not respond. (Weil declined to
comment, saying that the status of the
former chief’s pension “is likely to be
the subject of litigation.”)

      
“Of course it hurts,” said Now-

icki.  “It’s absolutely awful.  I’ve had
a lot of sleepless nights.  Six years out
of retirement, it overwhelms me, my
family, my friends.  It’s a horrible po-
sition to be put in. 

      
“I know the sentiment of the pub-

lic. Here’s this guy coming out of the
fire department, making all of this
money. It’s got to be something I did
wrong.  But I didn’t. I didn’t set those

standards.”

      
With the retirement board having

voted to cut back his pension $1.2
million – the projected savings by
correcting future overpayments –
Nowicki has exhausted his adminis-
trative appeals through CCCERA,
and he said that he is talking to an at-
torney.  

      
“I find it equally demeaning and

dishonoring to be put in this position,
especially after having served the fire
district the very best I could for 26
years and having followed all of the
rules and direction that was given to
me by CCCERA,” he said. 

      
“It’s shameful.”

Leiderman also said that the fire dis-
trict board conducted the Nowicki
negotiations in closed sessions, in
violation of the Brown Act, and he
blamed the MOFD board for being
slow to respond to a records request
for the hearing.

      
“This is between CCCERA and

Nowicki,” said MOFD board presi-
dent Alex Evans. The district did not
send a representative to the hearing.

      
“As to Brown Act issues, I

should note that the agreements
with Mr. Nowicki were presented
and approved in open sessions so I
have to disagree with suggestions
that the MOFD board operated

without openness,” said Fred Weil,
the only current MOFD director
also on the board in 2008. “Mr. Lei-
derman, whose theories are based
on suppositions, never attended any
of those meetings, so it is difficult to
understand how he can properly
comment on what went on, who at-
tended what meetings, what was
said, or what the MOFD board
should have done.”

      
Former MOFD director Brook

Mancinelli attended his first district
meeting as a board member in De-
cember 2008. “I was assured by
members of the board that Now-
icki’s contract was a long time in the

works,” he told the CCCERA board.
“I don’t agree with the fact that it
was done maliciously. And I had no
idea the chief would be retiring.”

      
Nevertheless, the retirement

board voted to cut Nowicki’s annual
pension of $240,923 to $172,818,
and ordered him to return more than
$600,000 in overpayments. The cost
savings by correcting future over-
payments was projected at over $1.2
million.

      
Had the MOFD rank and file

been at the CCCERA meeting, they
may have jumped to the ceiling.
“I’m glad it happened to Nowicki,”
said district union representative

Mark DeWeese. “The retirement
board hearing and ruling validates
our union’s consistent belief that
there was improper behavior from
both our board at that time and
Nowicki.”

      
As the ruling means that Now-

icki has exhausted all of his admin-
istrative remedies through
CCCERA, it is likely that his pen-
sion reduction will be subject to lit-
igation.

      
Neither current MOFD chief

Stephen Healy nor Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District
chief Jeff Carman may sell back un-
used, accrued vacation time.

MOFD and ConFire to Go Separate Ways
By Nick Marnell

It may be just as well that fire sta-
tion 46 never got off the ground.

      
Contra Costa County Fire Pro-

tection District chief Jeff Carman
told his board Sept. 15 that he re-
ceived a second opinion from a con-
tractor concurring the feasibility of
rebuilding station 16 in Lafayette,
and that he awaits a report later in
September from a structural engi-
neer.   The chief earlier presented to
the board  his desire to reopen station
16, scuttling plans with the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District to combine sta-
tion 16 with MOFD station 43 into a
new station 46.  MOFD chief
Stephen Healy then recommended
that his board memorialize the sta-
tion 46 program.

      
“After listening to some of the

comments from (the MOFD) board
meeting, I think we made the right
decision to move ahead on our own,”

said Carman. “The differences in the
two organizations would have been
problematic, so I’m happy that fire
station 16 presented itself as an op-
portunity.”

      
MOFD director Fred Weil had

commented that he did not want the
district to hold on to the property it
purchased as a site for station 46 in
hopes that ConFire may come back
to MOFD to reignite the partnership.
“If the county came back next month
and said, Yeah, let’s go on with 46, it
would just be more evidence that
they are an unreliable partner,” he
said.

      
With the approval of the repairs

to station 16 a near certainty, MOFD
turned its attention to its own dilapi-
dated station 43 in north Orinda.

      
“We need to get moving with

this,” said Weil at the Sept. 16 district
meeting.

      
Healy confirmed that the current

location of station 43 was the best
site available for a fire station in the
north Orinda area. He noted that four
houses are for sale within a mile of
station 43, and that the district geo-
graphic information system model
showed that the station 43 site won
out over the other four. “It would be
hard to find a better location,” said
Healy.

      
Architect Alan Kawasaki esti-

mated that the remodel of the station
will cost $4 million. “Nothing about
station 43 meets any standard of a
fire code,” he said.  The district has
invested more than $320,000 in the
fire station remodel since 2011.

      
Board president Alex Evans said

he was unsure that the district could
afford sinking so much money into
the station 43  project. “I don’t want
to have a nice fire station, and down

the road, I can’t afford the firefight-
ers,” he said.

      
MOFD union representative

Mark DeWeese also questioned the
proposed spending on station 43.
“The union's base salaries have
lagged inflation and are only around
5 percent greater than they were in
2006,” he said.  “Before our board
spends $4 million to totally rebuild a
station that is currently functioning,
and has been for decades, we feel
they should save the money for more
pressing needs. The board's priority
should be toward investing and
restoring the district’s most impor-
tant asset, its human capital.”

      
Healy plans to deliver to the

board in October his specific recom-
mendations for the station 43 re-
build, including contract details,
financing options and the project
timeline.

Moraga

Interested In Moraga’s Bikeability? Take A Ride!
... continued from page A5

When asked by council members how
artists came to loan their art to the city,
Urban explained that the members of
the committee spend time visiting and
seeking artists in the Bay Area, and
that word of mouth is such that Orinda
sometimes get offers from artists who
want public exposure.

      
Moraga residents were supportive

of a policy.  Muralist and mosaic artist
Shweta Srivastava, who recently
managed the installation of murals at
Camino Pablo Elementary School,
spoke about the power of public art.
“It gives an identity,” she said.  “Art-
work brings a sense of pride.”

Lawrence Kohl, founding music di-
rector of the Pacific Chamber Sym-
phony and president of the
Lamorinda Arts Council, wrote:  “Art
is amongst us, it gives us a smile and
makes us think. It brings community
together and shows that we care.” 

      
The council members decided not

to emulate Lafayette, where develop-
ers are required to dedicate 1 percent
of construction cost to art, to be dis-
played either on their site or in a pub-
lic space, if they alter or build more
than 10,000 square feet.  “We do not
want to add a new fee paid by devel-
opers,” said Mayor Roger Wykle. In-

stead, they supported the idea to look
further into what Orinda has been
doing for eight years. 

      
“Lamorinda could be to the arts

what Napa is to wine,” concluded
Onoda. “It is a brand; a new dimen-
sion.”

      
Ingram will bring the topic to the

Parks and Recreation Commission,
which will discuss the different as-
pects of a policy and offer its recom-
mendation to the council for final
approval. Ingram said his department
plans to hold public sessions to hear
what residents have to propose re-
garding a public art policy as well.

Moraga

Public Art Policy Proposed in Moraga
... continued from page A9




